INDIAN   THINKING
of day. If I don't do that, to perform my worship properly,
the^Dragon that swallows the moon won't let it go again/'
" What! Dragon swallowing the moon ? I heard you
the other day teaching your boys that eclipses were due to
the shadow of the earth. Now, just tell me—which do you
believe ? The Dragon swallowing the moon, or the shadow
of the earth obscuring it ? 3i
" Sir, I believe with my intellect what I teach the boys;
but with my spirit I believe in the Dragon."
An Englishman who has been in India for many years
and has many Indian friends once expressed rather forcibly
this Indian indifference to evidence : "If you and I were
arguing, and an undoubted fact was mentioned, it might
alter the whole course of the argument, and our conclusion
would have to conform to that fact. But if an Indian
meets a fact, he can jump it just like a horse jumps a hurdle
in a steeplechase ! "
An interesting " kink," as we should call it, in Indian
thought is that when a statement is printed, something
happens to its significance. I often have to teach my
medical men surgical facts which I have found out from
my own experience, but which are absent from the text-
books. Such things are always received with incredulity.
" Sir, we cannot believe it. It is not in the text-books.
But if you get it printed in a book, we will believe it 1 "
A few years ago I was present at a trial for murder. The
murdered man having been admitted shortly before his
death into our hospital, I had to give medical evidence in
the court. The murder was said to have been committed in
a room about eight feet square in a small Indian house.
The plaintiff, who was a man of means, had raked up scores
of witnesses, every one of whom swore he was in the room
at the time the murder was committed. The judge never
seemed to notice that this large crowd could not possibly
have got into the room at one time, and the defending
counsel made no point about this in his cross-examination.
The same casual method of thought is seen in the Indian's
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